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it, nor even the Spaniards themselves ever observed them;
but this treaty revives those articles in prejudice of Great
Britain, and makes your Majesty a party to them, and even
a guarantee to the States General, for privileges against your
own people,

"In how deliberate and extraordinary a manner your
Majesty's ambassador consented to deprive your subjects of
their ancient rights, and your Majesty of the power of pro-
curing to them any new advantage, most evidently appears
from his own letters, which, by your Majesty's directions,
have been laid before your Commons :l for when matters of
advantage to your Majesty, and to your kingdom, had been
offered, as proper to be made parts of this treaty, they were
refused to be admitted by the States General, upon this
reason and principle, that nothing foreign to the guaranties
of the Succession, and of the Barrier, should be mingled
with them; notwithstanding which, the States General had
no sooner received notice of a treaty of commerce con-
cluded between your Majesty and the present Emperor, but
they departed from the rule proposed before, and insisted
upon the article, of which your Commons now complain;
which article your Majesty's ambassador allowed of, although
equally foreign to the Succession, or the Barrier; and
although he had for that reason departed from other articles5
which would have been for the service of his own country,

" We have forborne to trouble your Majesty with genera!
observations upon this treaty, as it relates to and affects the
empire, and other parts of Europe. The mischiefs which
arise from it to Great Britain, are what only we have pre-
sumed humbly to represent to you, as they are very evident,
and very great: and as it appears, that the Lord Viscount
Townshend had not any orders, or authority, for concluding
several of those articles, which are most prejudicial to your
Majesty's subjects; we have thought we could do no less
than declare your said ambassador, who negotiated and
signed, and all others who advised the ratifying of this
treaty, enemies to your Majesty and to your kingdom.

" Upon these faithful informations, and advices from your
Commons, we assure ourselves your Majesty, in your great

1 Printed in the "Journals," vol. xvii., pp. 87-89.    [N.]
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